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Photo: Students in Ms. Taliana's class learn about holidays around the world.
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Holidays Around the World

Students in Ms. Taliana's class traveled around the world the week
leading up to the holidays. The students learned about traditions in
and facts about England, Italy, Israel, Mexico, Palestine, and the
United States.

"Studying holidays around the world is important because it allows

us to gain a deeper understanding of different cultures, appreciate
diversity, build respect for various tradition, and recognize commonalities among people across
the globe," commented Taliana. Ultimately, this education fosters "a sense of global citizenship by
learning about the unique ways different communities celebrate significant events in their lives."

As part of the lessons, students watched video presentations that included geography, customs,
demographics, and other details about the countries. They also completed art projects and
listened to stories about the country's holidays. Each student had a piece of "luggage,’ where they
could put their projects and keep everything together, and a passport that received stamps for each
country they visited. Students colored their stamps and pasted them into the passports.

Individual students said their favorite part of the program were the crafts, learning about various
customs, and telling their parents about the countries. But, by far, the most popular aspect was
trying the various foods that Taliana brought in for the units.

"It's educational,” she said. Students need to understand that “we’re similar, yet different, [and] we
can respect that and honor that.”

Holiday Giving

Each year around the holidays, students and staff celebrate the
spirit of the season and take the initiative to share and spread
goodwill. Participating in a number of service projects, student
activity groups, classrooms, and staff members find new and
traditional ways to give back to the community. Projects ranged
from collecting and distributing items to holding a Blanket Drive to

entertaining throughout the local area.

For the past several years, Acmetonia Elementary's sixth grade has held a Blanket Drive for the
Lower Valley Food Bank. The blankets are packaged with a QR code that can be used to hear a
story ready by students. Staff and students donate blankets, while students select their favorite
books and record themselves reading the story. Individuals receiving the blankets can scan the
code to listen to the story while cuddling under the blanket.

Student groups have also collected food items for the Food Bank. This year, the Grade 9-10
Activities Committee sponsored a holiday food drive to benefit the Lower Valley Food Bank. Every
high school homeroom received a box for collecting donations. Since the food bank has a great
need in January for donations, the boxes will be picked up after the holiday break. In addition,




Allegheny Valley staff purchased “Secret Santa” gifts for students in the elementary and secondary
buildings. Presents included clothing, toys, beauty and hygiene products, and gift cards. The staff
looks forward to these drives each year as a way to give back to the community.

What perhaps has come to be the most anticipated events of the season were the student vocal
and instrumental music performances. The Senior Choir and High School Band provided a joint
holiday concert in December. They filled the Marshall Auditorium with wonderful sounds of the
season. This year, students from the elementary building joined this tradition by hosting an
Elementary Holiday Concert. Students also traveled throughout the area, performing at various
venues for the community. The groups not only put audience members in the holiday spirit, but the
performances help students gain confidence and learn positive outcomes of community service.

Through all of these activities and the many more that occurred throughout the past months,
students have given of themselves. They've learned the importance of community and that these
lessons are not only for the holidays. Over the course of the school year, staff and students put in
time and effort to show appreciation to their community for all that they have been given. For
community members, it becomes an additional reason to be proud of Allegheny Valley.

Acmetonia Elementary School Conducts NAEP Testing

Allegheny Valley School District has been selected to participate in the National Assessment for
Educational Progress (NAEP) for all students who are age 9 between January 6 and March 14,
2025. The assessment is scheduled for the morning of Tuesday, Feburary 4, 2025. NAEP is a
measurement of academic progress across the nation and over time It is a nationally
representative and continuing assessment of what the nation’s students know and can do in
various subjects including reading, mathematics, and history. NAEP is a congressionally mandated
program administered by the National Center for Education Statistics, (NCES) within the US
Department of Education and the Institute of Sciences. The results of NAEP are release as The
Naton's Report Card.

Families of the Acmetonia Elementary School students who will be participating in the National
Assessment for Education Progress will be notified on January 10, 2025. The paper-pencil
assessment takes approximately 90 minutes for students to complete. Accommodations are
provided for students with disabilities and English learners. The NAEP representatives will be in a
classroom with the District staff. Students may be excused or any reason, are not required to
complete the assessment and may skip any question. White teh assessment is voluntary, NAEP
depends on student participation to help policymakers improve education. If you receive a notify
that your child was selected to participate and do not want your child to do so, please notify Mr.
Gregory Heavner in writing no later than Friday, January 31, 2025. For additional information about
the National Assessment for Educational Progress, please go to
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/.

Girls' Soccer Team Wins WPIAL Championship



https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/

Highlighting the fall season was the return of the WPIAL

Championship trophy to Springdale Jr-Sr High School. On October
31, the Girls' Soccer Team won the Single A Championship for the
fourth time in the program'’s history. Just like in 1996, 1997, and
2009, the team having high hopes for their season. With the
returning starters, the team believed they could qualify for the :
playoffs, and make a significant run for the title. The season exceeded all expectations. After

ending the regular season with a 13-1 record, the team entered the WPIAL playoffs. Wins over
Greensburg Central Catholic, Freedom, and Shadyside Academy took Springdale into the final game
versus a tough Winchester Thurston team.

The girls then entered the PIAA Championships and moved through the rounds Conemough
Township (3-2 in penalty kicks), Bishop Guilfoyle (2-0), and Seton LaSalle, who they defeated 1-0.
Over the season, the team overcame injuries to provide an amazing season for fans, and they
made it to the PIAA finals. On a cold evening, the Dynamos met the Dock Mennonite Pioneers at a
neutral field and, despite a hard-fought battle, were defeated 4-3.

The Allegheny Valley School District has a tradition of greatness when it comes to the sport of
soccer. From the Harmarville Hurricanes who brought national championship titles to the area to
more recent Springdale High School section and WPIAL champions, prominence in soccer goes
back generations. There were many memorable moments throughout their schedule, and it
seemed throughout the season that the players had a goal in mind that nothing was going to deter
them from reaching. This team did not give up.

The Lady Dynamos played with spirit and sportsmanship, and most of all heart - qualities of a great
team. They are champions, and a team of which we are very proud. Way to go Dynamos.



Fall Sports Honors

Eastern Football Conference
First Team Defense - Noah Bradley- (Jr, Linebacker)
Second Team Offense - Nate Folmer- (Sr, Offensive Tackle)

Boys' Soccer

All-Section: Brennan Mattie, Patrick Wylly, Nathan Dubas, and Noah Skaugen; Honorable Mention -
Alex Wylly; Coach of the Year: Mario Liberati

AK Valley Boys' Soccer Team: First Team: Patrick Wylly; Second Team: , Nathan Dubas, Brennan
Mattie; Honorable Mention: Noah Skaugen.

All-WPIAL Team: Brennan Mattie

Girls' Soccer

All-Section: Molly Hurley, Hailey Marchlewski, Brianna Ross, Lacey Shondeck, Carissa Walsh.
AK Valley Girls' Soccer Team: Player of the Year: Briana Ross; First Team: Molly Hurley, Hailey
Marchlewski; Second Team: Carissa Walsh; Honorable Mention: Lacey Shondeck

All-WPIAL: Molly Hurley, Briana Ross, Carissa Walsh

All-State: Briana Ross

Around the District
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continue to look into lives. Acmetonia Elementary School

opportunities for their futures. and Springdale Jr-Sr High
Students are asked to invite an  School participate in the
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Cunningham visited the school designated at the beginning of = Masters of Ceremony, playing

to share his career in special the school year. Employees are instruments, and singing

effects. Cunningham currently  announced and honored before patriotic songs.
works in New York City for the game, being introduced to



Powerhouse VFX. He provided
information on what the job
entails and the education
needed to secure a position in
this career area. Cunningham
also showed examples of
visual effects in projects on
which he and his company
have worked.

"I think my super power is
coming from a small town," he
told the students. "Two things
that are important are hard
work and being a good person.
[You also need to] believe in
what you want to do." Students
enjoyed the presentation and
found another choice to
examine on their search for a
career.

prime
stage

THEATRES

PRIME STAGE
THEATRE

“Where Literature
Comes to Life”

High School Drama
Awards

Nominees were announced for
Prime Stage Theatre's 5th
Annual High School Drama
Awards taking place Jan. 11,
2025 at Hillman Center for the
Performing Arts in Fox Chapel.
The Drama Awards honor
excellence in non-musical
plays by student actors,
directors and production crew.
Students from 15 area high
schools were nominated in 16
categories.

the attendees of the game.
Athletes then escort their
choice to center court, where
they are given a well-deserved
round of applause.

"Being honored at the staff
appreciation game was such a
special moment," commented
counselor Rebecca Dyer. "As a
guidance counselor, my role is
to support students in ways
that often go unseen, so to be
recognized for that is both
humbling and heartwarming.
It's a reminder that the work we
do, whether in the classroom,
on the court, or behind the
scenes, has a lasting impact.
I'm proud to be part of this
district."

This year’s keynote speaker
was Mr. Mark Donahue. He is a
familiar face to many,
attending many Veterans' Day
programs and attending
activities throughout the
District. He shared his
message about the importance
of the armed services.

Allegheny Valley continues to
sponsor the event to express
its thanks and to help students
understand the importance of
veterans to the community.
Students and staff spent many
hours developing the program
to make the veterans feel
welcome and know how much
they are appreciated. The event
serves as a time for students
to gain a greater respect for
those who have given so
much.

Career Studies

Springdale Jr-Sr High School
continues its focus on career
education with bringing
speakers and programs to the
school and providing field trip
opportunities. Students have
taken advantage of visiting
health care, vocational
opportunities, and various
businesses to learn about
career opportunities. Recently,
students were able to also
attend a Healthcare Fair at
Acrisure Stadium.

Senior Citizen Brunch
A much anticipated tradition in

the Allegheny Valley School
District is the Senior Citizen
Brunch. For years, the program
welcomed senior residents to
the high school to provide a
meal and entertainment,
showing appreciation for all of
their support for the District.

Students and staff are excited
to host the program each year.
Held in October, the Senior
Citizens’ Program brought




“By encouraging these young
actors and production
specialists in their early
efforts, we're building a strong
foundation for Pittsburgh
theatre in years to come,” said
Dr. Wayne Brinda, Prime Stage
Theatre Producing Artistic
Director.

SHS Nominations:

Best Supporting Actress:
Addyson McCarthy

Best Student Prop
Design/Fabrication: Gabriel
Bowers & Rain Lavelle

Best Student Use Of Creative
Special Effects - TEAM:

Nico Bonidie, Tyler Harpine,
Brynn Campinelli, Selever
Vergerio, and Rania Innocent
Best Student Backstage Run
Crew - TEAM:

Aidan Blanchflower, Gabriel
Bowers, Alexis Chase, Baileigh
Haas, Delaney Haas, Sedona
Hodill, Makayla Huss, Riley
LaBella, Rain Lavelle, Khiyah
Johnson, Emma Mikus, Nadia
Nevel-Brown, Talon Mator

Sponsored by UPMC, the
career fair brought together
professionals from more than
40 different fields within the
organization, raging from
Nursing and Marketing to
Human Resources. Students
had the opportunity to explore
various job roles, gaining
insights into both the
responsibilities associated
with each position and the
educational requirement
needed to pursue them. This
event provided valuable
networking opportunities,
helping students make
informed decisions about their
future careers and the
pathways to achieve them.

approximately 70 community
residents together for a
wonderful meal and a small
concert. Students play a major
role in making the event a
special occasion: Members of
the SHS National Honor
Society acted as servers and
hosts, while a number of
musicians in the Marching
Band offered the
entertainment, playing a
selection of their half-time
performance show.

The students enjoyed taking
time to talk with the senior
citizens and express their
appreciation for the
community members’ support
of the School District.

Alumni Hall of Fame Accepting Nominations

Members of the community and all alumni are asked to consider nominating a deserving alumnus
for the Allegheny Valley School District's Alumni Hall of fame program. Information and the
nomination form can be found on the District's website. Nomination forms are also available in the

school offices.

Use of Student Photos or Interviews

Individual and/or group photographs, interviews, and/or videos of Allegheny Valley students may

be taken for use by the District in publications, on its web site, or in local newspapers. Allegheny
Valley provides opportunities for positive media publicity; a staff member is always present at
these times. If a parent/guardian would prefer that his/her child not be photographed/interviewed



https://www.avsdweb.org/community-alumni/alumni-hall-of-fame
https://www.avsdweb.org/community-alumni/alumni-hall-of-fame

for publicity purposes, he/she should send written notification to: Allegheny Valley School District, a' |
Public Relations Department, 300 Pearl Avenue, Cheswick, PA 15024. 47

Gold Cards i

Senior residents are reminded that passes to enter District events are available. Residents can _
register for a Gold Card at Springdale Jr-Sr High School’s main office. Seniors will need to 1

complete an application and present proof of age, 62 or older, to receive their card. The cards do K e
not have to be renewed. '
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