Kecommenaatlions 1or

Pre-K to 12 Schools
Following Identification
of a Case(s) of COVID-19

This page was updated on November 23, 2020.

To address school ieaders’ need for additional guidance in responding to COVID-
19 cases in a school setting, the Pennsylvania Departments of Health (DOH) and
Education (PDE) are providing recommendations to Pre-K 10 12 schools for use in
consultation with public health staff when rmaking decisions related to school
procedures following a case of COVID-19 in a school.

When a case of COVID-19 is identified in a school setting, public health staff from
DOH or the County or Municipal Health Department (CMHD) will work with
school administrators to provide guidance and advice related to cleaning and
disinfecting, contact tracing and quarantine recommendations, and closing
certain areas of the school or entire school buildings if necessary. When entire
school buildings are recornmended to close, lengths of closure time will vary by
level of community transmission and number of cases. Schools within a CMHD
jurisdiction should work with their local health department when responding to
cases of COVID-19 in a school setting. This allows public health staff the necessary
time to complete case investigations and contact tracing, and to provide schools
with other appropriate public health advice like cleaning and disinfecting.

The recommendations provided in the chart below complerment the
recommendations from DOH and PDE for

C et ) e ~OVID19 Pandemi
{/Schao sisafeschoolsfemergencyplann ng/COVID-19/5choolReopen:

ngGuidance/ReopeningPreKiolZ/Pages/Determining nstruct'onal-
Models.aspx)

and the

Public Health Guid for School -

|/Schaclsfsafeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-18/School Reopen-
ingGuidance/Reopen ngPreKtol2/PublicHeaithGuidance/Pagesfde-
fau't.aspxithygiene)

. The recommendations apply to individual schools, not an entire school district or
Local Education Agency {LEA).

Recommendations for Small (<500
Students) Pre-K to 12 School Buildings
Following Identification of a Case(s) of
COVID-19

Itis important to note that a significant and/or widespread outbreak may require
moving to a more remote-based instructional model more quickly. DOH will
provide proactive consultative assistance to school entities should such an
outbreak occur.

COVID-19 Symptomatic K-12
Student or Staff Process

Flow

The
COVID-19 Symptomatic K-12 Student or
Staff Process Flow

{/Documents/K12/Safe%205choo
Is/COVID/GuidanceDocuments/C
OVID-19%20Symptomatic%20K-1
2%205tudent%200r%20Staf{%20P
rocess%20Flow pdf}

{PDF) provides steps schools should
take when a student or staff present
with symptoms of COVID-12 but are not

a confirmed case.

Webinar

Access a webinar that outlines several s
tiong for Pre-K 1o 12 Schools Following |
dentification of a Case(s) of COVID-19*
B‘, {https:fyoutu beimWAGSEIMEN4)

chart available on this page.

Quarantine vs. Isolation

An infographic created by the
Pennsylvania Department of Health
provides information on

(httpsAvww health pa.govitop-
Ics/discase/Publishingmages/isa
Warantine|stion®20vs20quarantine jpg)

Level of Community
Transmission Table

Access levels of community transmig-
. f COVID-19 f I ies in P
{/Schoolsfsaleschools/emergen-
cyplanning/COVID-19/SchoolRe-
openingGuidance/ReopeningPre-
Krol2/Pages/LevelofCommunity-
sylvania, TransmisslonTable.aspx)



|/Schootskaleschools/
emergencyplanning/C
OVID-19/SchociRe-
openingGuidance/Re-
openingPreKis12/Page
s/Detenmininginstruc.
tionalModels.aspx#1)

missien in the County

Cases of
coviD-19
Within
a rolling 14-day
period:

1student or 1
staff

Cases of
COVID-19
Within a
rolling 14-day
period:

2-4
students/staff
in same school
building who
are not
household
contacts

Cases of
COVID-19
Within a rolling
14-day period:

S+
students/staff
in same school
building

Low

School does noe
need to close
Clean area(s) =
where case
spent time
Public health »
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school(s)
for 3-5 days*
Clean area(s} =
where cases
spent time .
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school(s)
for 14 days*
Clean entire
school{s)
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Moderate

School does noe
need to close
Clean area(s)
where case
spent time
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school(s)
for 3-7 days*
Clean area(s)
where cases
spent time .
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to quarantine

Close school(s)
for 14 days*
Clean entire
school(s)
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to quarantine

Substantialt

School should =
consider
altering
schedule to
significantly
decrease
number of
students on site
Clean areal(s) -«
where case
spent time .
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts o
to quarantine

School should »
consider
altering
schedule to
significantly
decrease
number of
students on site
Close school(s) =
for 3-7 days*
Clean areals) =«
where cases
spent time .
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

School should
consider
altering
schedule to
significantly
decrease
number of
students on site
Close school(s)
for 14 days®
Clean entire
school

Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to quarantine

* If case investigations, contact tracing, and cleaning and disinfecting can be

accomplished in a faster time frame, the length of closure time may be




counties with substantial level of community transmission. Schools that

choose to pursue in-person instruction or other models in which school

buildings are utilized by students and/or staff should follow the

recommendations here.

Recommendations for Medium {500-900
students) Pre-K to 12 School Buildings
Following ldentification of a Case(s) of

COVID-19

It is important to note that a significant and/or widespread outbreak may require

moving to a more remote-based instructional model more quickly. DOH wiill

provide proactive consultative assistance to school entities should such an

outbreak occur.
Level of Community Trans [ Number of Number of Number of
mission in the County Cases of Cases of Cases of
{/Schoolskafeschools/ COoVID-19 COVID-19 COVID-19
emergencyplanning/c Within Within a Within a rolling
OVID-19/5choalfte- )
epeningOuidancdlhts a rolling 14-day | rolling 14-day | 14-day period:
openingPreKtol2/Page period: period:
s/Determ ninginstrue- T+
tionaiModels.aspxil) -3 studentsor |4-6 students/staff in
staff students/staff in | same school
same school building
building who
are not
household
contacts

Low .

School does noe
need to close
Clean area(s) -«
where case
spent time
Public health »
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school(s)
for 3-5 days*
Clean area(s)
where cases
spent time
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school(s}
for 14 days®
Clean entire
school(s)
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to quarantine

Moderate .

School does no#
need to close
Clean area(s} -«
where case
spent time
Pubtic health =
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school{s)
for 3-7 days*
Clean area(s)
where cases
spent time
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts
to quarantine

Close school(s)
for 14 days®
Clean entire
school(s)
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to guarantine




consider
altering
schedule to
significantly
decrease
number of
students on site
Clean area(s) -«
where case
spent time .
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts »
to quarantine

consider
altering
schedule to
significantly
decrease
number of
students on site
Close school(s) ¢
for 3-7 days*
Clean areafs}
where cases
spent time .
Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to quarantine

consider
altering
schedule to
significantly
decrease
number of
students on site
Close school(s)
for 14 days*
Clean entire
school

Public health
staff will direct
close contacts

to quarantine

* If case investigations, contact tracing, and cleaning and disinfecting can be

accomplished in a faster time frame, the length of closure time may be

shortened.

tDOH and PDE recommend a Full Remote Learning Model for all schools in
counties with substantial level of community transmission. Schools that

choose to pursue in-person instruction or other models in which school

buildings are utilized by students and/or staff should follow the

recommendations here.

Recommendations for Large (>900
students) Pre-K to 12 School Buildings
Following Identification of a Case(s) of

COVID-19

It is important to note that a significant and/or widespread outbreak may require

moving to a more remote-based instructional model more quickly. DOH will

provide proactive consultative assistance to school entities should such an

outbreak occur.

Level of Community Trans
mission jn the County

{/Schoolsfsaleschools/
emergencyplanning/C
OVID-19/SchoolRe-
apeningCuidance/Rea-
apeningPreKtol2/Page
s/Determininginstruc-
tionalModals.aspx#)

Number of
Cases of
COoVID-19
Within
a rolling 14-day
period:

1-5 students or
staff

Number of
Cases of
CovID-19
Within a

rolling 14-day
period:

6-10
students/staff in
same school
building who
are not
household
contacts

Number of
Cases of
COovID-19

Within a rolling
14-day period:

N+
students/staff in
same school
building




- need to close for 3-5 days® for 14 days*

¢ [Clean area(s) ¢|Clean area{s) «|Clean entire
where case where cases school(s)
spent time spent time ¢ | Public health
s [ Public health | Public health staff will direct
staff will direct |staff will direct |close contacts
close contacts |close contacts |to quarantine
to quarantine to quarantine

Moderate » | Schoo! does noe | Close school(s) ¢ | Close school{s)
need to close for 3-7 days* for 14 days*
¢iClean areafs) +|Clean area(s} *|Clean entire
where case where cases school{s)
spent time spent time ¢t Public health

¢ | Public health »|Public health staff will direct
staff will direct |staff will direct {close contacts
close contacts |close contacts | to quarantine

to guarantine  |to quarantine

Substantialt «|School should +|School should «]School should
consider consider consider
altering altering altering
schedule to schedule to schedule to
significantly significantly significantly
decrease decrease decrease
number of number of number of

students on site |students on site [students on site
*|Clean area(s}) +|Close school(s) »|Close school(s)
where case for 3-7 days* for 14 days*
spent time «|Clean area(s) +|Clean entire

* | Public health where cases school

staff will direct |spent time * | Public health
close contacts «|Public health staff will direct
to quarantine staff will direct  |close contacts
close contacts  |to quarantine
to quarantine

* If case investigations, contact tracing, and cleaning and disinfecting can be
accomplished in a faster time frame, the length of closure time may be
shortened.

t DOH and PDE recommend a Full Remote Learning Model for all schools in
counties with substantial level of community transmission. Schools that
choose to pursue in-person instruction or other models in which school-
buildings are utilized by students and/or staff should follow the
recommendations here.
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contact tracing, isolation, and
quarantine?

Public health staff is responsible for case investigation and contact tracing for
every case of COVID-19, regardless of level of community transmission or number
of cases identified in a school setting. Refer to DOM's

Contact Tracing Frequently Asked Questions

{hups/fwww health.pa govitopics/disease/coranavirus/Pages/Guid-
ance/Contact-Tracing-FAQ.aspx)

for a complete ocverview of the case investigation and contact tracing process.

Cases are people who have been infected with the virus that causes COVID-19.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
{https/fwaww cde govicoronavirus/2019-ncovicovid-dataffag-s

case definjtion E‘,urwillancn.htmlj. for
COVID-192 includes confirmed and probable cases.

Isolation is when the public health staff direct cases to stay home, in a hospital, or
in a care facility to ensure they do not expose others with COVID-19. Individuals
who are experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 should be immediately isolated
while waiting for test results. Public health staff handles case investigation steps
including determining close contacts during the infectious period.

Close contacts are individuals who have been exposed {within & feet distance for
at least 15 consecutive minutes) to someone who is a case during the infectious
period, and it is unknown if the contact will go on to develop COVID-19. See

DOH Health Alert Network (HAN) 533

{hupsfivww health pa.goviiopics/Docume nts/HAN/2020-PAHAN . §33
-10-26-ADV%20-%20Additiona pdf)

for more information on determining a close contact. Public health staff
determine close contacts after a case interview. In some school situations, it
might be difficult to determine whether individuals are contacts or whether an
entire cohort, classroom, or other group (extracurricular activity members) might
need to be considered exposed, particularly if people have spent time together
indoors.

Public health staff will work with school administrators to determine whether
entire classrooms or other cohort groups need to be quarantined. Based on these
discussions, public health staff will direct close contacts to quarantine for 14 days
from the last exposure to the case; this includes househeld contacts {like siblings
and parents/guardians/caregivers) who attend or work in other schools.

What are the recommendations
for cleaning and disinfecting in a
school setting?



untit after

[https:fwww.cde govizoronavirus/2019-ncovicommunityzlezn-disin-

cleaning and disinfecting [Yectindexntmiy

. This may include a classroom, commion areas used by the case(s) such as
lunchrooms and restrooms, gyms and locker rooms, school transportation
options tike a bus or van, and in some cases, the entire school building. Students
should not be present when disinfectants are being used and should not
participate in disinfecting activities.

To protect the health of janitorial and cleaning staff, schools should wait at least
24 hours before cleaning and disinfecting. If 24 hours is not feasible, wait as long

as possible. Ensure
|hitps: iAvww.cde govitaronavirus/209-ncovicommunity/disinfecting-

safe and correct use [flsuiding-facility htr

and storage of

cleaning and disinfection preducts '

(httpsiiwvww.epa gowfpesticide-registrationilist-n-disinfectants-use-a
gainst-sars-cov-2)

, including storing products securely away from children. More information cn
cleaning and disinfecting is available in the DOH and PDE
Publi Ith Guid for School -

{/schoots/sateschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/SchoalReopen.
ingGuidance/ReopeningPrekiol2/PublicHealthGuidance/Pageside-
fault.aspx#thygiene)

What should schools do when a
student or staff present
symptoms of COVID-19 but are
not a confirmed case?

It is not necessary 1o notify DOH or CMHD staff of every symptomatic student or
staff member, since many non-COVID-19 illnesses may present with similar
symptoms, School administrators should contact DOH or CMHD for further
guidance if a parent/guardian/caregiver notifies the school of potential exposure
by a student, staff member, or school visitor. Refer to the DOH and PDE

COVID-19 Symptematic K12 Student or Staff Process Flow

[fDocuments/K-12/Safe%205Schools/COVID/GuidanceDacument OV
15-19%205ymptomatic%20K-12%20Student%200r:205tal%20Pra-
cess%20Flowpdf)

{PDF} for steps schools should take when a student or staff present with
symptoms of COVID-19 but are not a confirmed case.

Access a webinar outlining several scenarios based on the chart above [
{https:outu be/nWAqSsIMBI4)



